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Attention: NYS Legislators

	April 6, 2010

The NY School Bus Contractors Assoc. is opposed to the Senate’s 2010-11 Budget Resolution (S.6607-A), which accepts Governor Paterson’s budget proposal to allow school districts to engage in regional transportation and engage in shared transportation contracts (piggybacking).  

We suggest the Senate adopt the Assembly’s position (A.9707-B), which does not accept the Governor’s proposal to allow school districts to engage in school district-operated regionalization or shared transportation contracts.

We are concerned that under the Governor’s proposal and Senate’s budget resolution, school districts will be allowed to regionalize their pupil transportation services without first having to disclose to taxpayers the actual cost of their current transportation services or the cost of the newly regionalized transportation services.  This lack of transparency will lead to a less efficient and more expensive pupil transportation system.  

We ask that the final budget mirror the Assembly’s budget resolution and exclude the provisions allowing districts to engage in district-run regional transportation systems and contract piggybacking.  We believe there is a smarter and more cost effective approach to regionalizing pupil transportation systems and in most cases it involves a private contractor not a school district.  

In New York State and across the country, the cost of school district-operated transportation services far exceeds that of private contractors. For example, a school van on Long Island may be provided by a school district-run operation for $80,000 a year compared to a private contractor that provides the same or better service for $50,000 a year.  

Further, should school districts ever be granted the ability to provide regional transportation services to other school districts, we believe they must be required to disclose all costs associated with providing pupil transportation services, including, but not limited to retirement benefits, capital costs, building and maintenance, fuel, etc.  

The New York School Bus Contractors are available to provide technical guidance, please feel free to contact me at (518) 424-2575. 

Respectfully,
Andre Claridge
Government Affairs Representative
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